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Schools for Resilience European Training Seminar.
Linking Schools with Communities

The final Schools for Resilience seminar was held on the 10th and 11th of October 2016 in Ireland. It was 
a great opportunity for European educators to share experiences, new methodologies and tools to effec-
tively build the competencies of students. 

Participants were hosted by the Irish partner Cultivate in the WeCreate Workspace of Cloughjordan Eco-
village. This award-winning Irish sustainable community - which includes 55 low energy houses on a 
67-acre estate with community woodlands, renewable energy production, a wood-fired bakery, research 
gardens and the Cloughjordan Community Farm - has become a popular destination for learning. This 
setting provided participants with an opportunity to see many working community initiatives in practice, 
and to hear the stories of people seeking to play their part in the transition to a resilient and low-carbon 
society.
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Schools for Resilience (SfR) is a European funded project which has, over the past three years develo-
ped and piloted a flexible education module for use in secondary schools. This new approach utilises 
practices from environmental and development education as well as Education for Sustainable Develo-
pment. The SfR approach uses a Place-Based Learning methodology in the context of climate adapta-
tion and community sustainability and resilience. 

Participants from 6 countries took part in this dynamic event which outlined the outcomes of the School 
for Resilience programme, introduced competency-based methodologies and explored how best to 
foster initiative, cooperation, a sense of place, entrepreneurship and creativity around adaptation to 
climate change in teenage students. 



Prof. Peadar Kirby, a noted Irish academic and resident of Cloughjordan Ecovillage, gave a rousing 
after-dinner speech on the Monday evening and a keynote presentation on the Tuesday afternoon on 
the topic of education and the transition to a low-carbon society. Lizzy Noone, a development educator 
with World Wise Global Schools Project, gave a presentation titled Teaching in a Changing Climate. 
Mikel Errazkin, from the Faculty of Education at Mondragon University, gave a presentation on Foste-
ring active citizenship competence through Place-Based Learning, which was followed by a scenario 
workshop. 

Each of the six partner organisation shared the experience and lessons from their pilot courses, and 
had an opportunity to discuss the strengths of each. A conversation café exploring the question, “How 
do we best connect schools to the community?” was facilitated by the Irish SfR researcher Davie Philip; 
this session also demonstrated how to use the World Cafe approach with a class or a community, as 
well as giving an opportunity to explore the different approaches used in SfR and other methods that 
participants have discovered through the project. 

This final seminar was a great success. Participants appreciated the opportunity to share perspectives, 
the immersive learning environment of Cloughjordan Ecovillage, the excellent facilitation and a rich 
agenda of presentations that stimulated fruitful discussions that progressed the implementation of 
Schools for Resilience modules across Europe. 
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Duration:
November 2013  –  October 2016

If you want to learn more:

Project coordinator
Aranzadi Society of Sciences (Basque Country, Spain): medeso@aranzadi.eus

Partners
VIAUC (Denmark):  pa@via.dk
Municipality of Olginate (Italy):  marilinda.rocca@gmail.com
Cultivate (Ireland) : davie@cultivate.ie
Bernu Vides Skola (Latvia): inese@videsskola.lv
Field Studies Council (United Kingdom):

www.schools-for-resilience.eu

the author, and the Commission cannot be held responsible for any use 
which may be made of the information contained therein.
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